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Z# GOD 
Ex M ADE VISIBLE 


be: *IN HIS WORKES, 3 
Ke 0 R, 


*A TREATISE OF: 
jE THE EXTERNALL 


--g6 VWorkes of GOD. 


> Firſt, in Generall, out of the words of the 
Pſa, Pfalersy.6. 


T <cccadhy, in Particularofthe Creation, out of © 
the words of Mos 8, Genn #18, Chap. 1.4nd 2. 


Thirdly, of Gops atuall Providence, 


— 


By George Walker B. of Divinity,, and Paſtour of S*. John 
Byg _ Evangeliſts Church ire 'Eo N D O N- 


Re OR ———_— 


ROM. 1.20. 


For the inviſible things of him from the Creation of they? | 
world are clearly ſeene, bring underſtood by the things 329 
that are made, even hu cternall Power and God-head, : 

ſo that they are without excuſe. 


London, Printed by G.M.tor Zobn Bartlet at the ſigne fthogite; ] 
Cup,ncare S. ITY gate 1n Pauls Church-yard, 1641. Xl 
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L298 LESSEDSILES 
| TO THE 


RIGHT VV ORSHIPFVLL 
MY MVCH HONOVRED 


friends Sir T homas Barrington, Sir 


Gilbert Gerard, Sir William Maſſam, and 


Sir Martin Lumley, Knights and Baronets, 
now honourable Knights of the houſe of Com- 
w0ns in the high ( ourt of Parliament, Grace 
aud peace wiih increale of all bluthngs 
ecmporall and etcrn-1l. 


Right Worſhipfull, 
2 __ 2 , Hat undeſerped favour and yes 
YER [- {pet which Ibave found at your 
hands, and the due refpe&t which 
iy Jloweto your religions families, 
my VEE dooblige meto fbew ſome teſti- - 
melee ener, 191019 of mythankfulnes, And be- 
cauſe 1 bave no better preſent at this time, but t his 
Treatife of Gods externall Workes,compoſed ous of Ser 
mons heretofore preached to mine own little flock; and- 
inthe troubleſome time of my late bonds brought into 
this forme..1 muſt crave pardon for my boldneſſe mm pre- ' 
ſuing co offer it to your bands;ſzeing perſons of higher 
T3 Place * 


DEER FR 


g_—— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory., = 


2" Tn place bave defam?d, and branded theſe and the reſt of 


my Sermons preached for divers yeares laſt paſt, with 
tbe reproachfull name of fattious and ſeditions dot= 
rines;and by their grievous accuſations have cauſed 
me tobe ſhut u,) as the great troubler of the City wherin 
1 live, and kept ts ſure bold leaſt this my manner of 
preaching might proove danger 045 ,and a cauſe of much 
hurt, and many troubles in theſe changeable and doubr. 
fulltimes, From theſe and ſuch crimes and unjult ac- 
cuſations as' I have inpart purged and cleared my ſelfe 
already in a legall way ; ſo by your help and favour I 
hope ere long to be openly acquitted and juſlifi:d before 
theworld, If you [ball be pleaſed rocaſt a favourable 
eye upon theſe my poore laboures,and totake arview of 
them, 1 doubt not but the precious matter being Gods 
pure word, Will abundantly recompence the failing of 
the compoſer, and the defett5 of his 5kill and workmane« 
Wherfore humbly craving your kind acceptance of this 
ſmalltoken of loveand ſlender acknowledgement of du- 
ty andſervicez and defiring to become more indebtedto 
you, by your farvourable reſp:& ſbewed rbereunto , I 
commend your wortby perſons and religious families to 
the grace and bleſiing of the Almighty whoſe inrvifible 
majeſty,ecuen bis dirvine power and God-head 6s clear- 
Iy ſcene from the Creation of theworld(wbich is in this 


Treatiſe plainly deſcribed) and underſtood by the things 


Youcsin all Chriſtian duty and ſervice 
created, Gzoncns WALKS 


OF 
Theexternall VVorks 


of GOD in generall, 


PSALM, 135« 6. 


Whatſoever the Lord'pleaſed that did be in Heaven 
and in Earth, mthe ſea andall deepe places, 


$H E externall outward workes of God 
2! which follow in the next place after 
£5  hisinternall workes, arc imdeed nothing 
ze W bar his actuall execution of his cterna 

© SA Y®- counſell, purpoſe and deeree. For the 
Fd. Ia F unfolding of which workes in generall, 
SA) Lech) and laying open of thenature, uſe and 
f SLA ſeveral kindes of them, I have made 


WV 
of this Text. Frem' the wordes . and circumftances 


whereof, we may caſily gather all points of inſtru&ion neceſ- 
fary to be knowne concerning the generall nature, uſe and 
kindes of them. 


Furſt 


2 


by Of tbe External Workes of God, | 


Firſt, here the words of the Pſalmiſt ſhew that he \ nnmg of 
Gods outward workes, b=cauſe he limits them to places and 
times,to Heaven, Earth,Sea and all deep places, 

Secondly, he ſpeakes, of them all in gopnel none excepted, 
fo the Hebrew word ( 72 ) which ſignihes all in generall what- 
ſoevcr,doth plainly ſhew,and alſo the perfe& enumeration of all 
places which are in the world, and whezrin any outward ſenſible 
and viſible work can be done, to wit: the Heaven, the Earth, the 
Seas and all deepe places, 

Thirdly, he (heweth that God is the author of theſe works, as 
he is Fehovah, that onecternall God in whom there are, throe 
perſons, Father,Son and, HolyGhoſt,for he ſaith V9) NNTV-Gehs. 
vah the Lord doth orhach done. . -- - +. + - - # 

Fourthly, he ſheweth that the Lord doth gll theſe workes 
of himſelfe according to his owne will and pleafure, and 
none of therh' all by comoulſion, unwittingly and unwil- 
lingly, but even as hee yp , and after the counſell of his 
_ and pleaſure F971 WAN 22 whatſoever the Lord plea- 

ed. 

Fifthly, he intimates that all theſe workes of God come 
n=ceſfarily, infallibly, inevitably. and irreſiſtably to paſſe, and 
that none of them all can faile which God hath beene pleaſed 
to doe, ' but ſo came to paſſe as he pleaſeth in every relpeR, 
even in the ſam: tim: and place. This hee intimates in 
that he faith every thing whatſozver the Lord pleaſed, he 
hath done, 

- Sixtly, he ſh2weth that theſe outward workes tend to make 
God knowne, and are of uſe to bring us to the knowledge of 
the true God, and in and by them God is knowne aright and his 
greatneſſ:alſy. This is manifeſt by the dependance of this ver, 
on the former, For having ſaid, 7 know that the Lord is great 
and that our Lord is a55ve all gas, he brings in this text as an 
argumeat and proofe ſaying, Whatſoever the Lord pleaſedthat he 
hath dons, which is in eff: Tall 012 as if he had ſaid, I know this 
by his doing of all his outward works, for whatſozver the Lord 
plzaſed char he hath done, 

- Seyenthly and laUly, he ſhzwes the feverall kinds of Gods ont- 
ward wotkes that thzy are not only creatgon but alſo atuall 
providence 


xox 


Arie. audi.+ 


Warm. uanabcdita Les *= 


OT, 


=— 


providence which conchudes in it thegoyernment of the world, 
the fall of man,and the reſtanration of man-kind by the redemp« 
tionof the world. | 

Workes of creation he expreſicth, ver/;7. and workes of his 
actuall providence, a ordering, governing and faving of his 
people by Chniſt, which was ſignified in the deliverance from 
Eeypr, hereckons up in the reſt of the Palme both before and 
after my text, So then it is manifeſt that this rext conſidered 
with the circumſtances thereof, ſerves abundantly for the opes 
ning of the nature, uſe and kind of Gods outward works. 

In the unfolding wherect, Firſt let vs note the order, co- 
herence and ſcope of it, Secondly, tet us take a view of the 
wordes and ſift out the true ſence of them. Thirdly let us ob< 
ſerve out of them by way of do@rine, a perfect deſcription of 
Gods outward workcs in generall, and laſtly apply for ſome uſe 
the doctrine to our ſolves, 

The order and coherence is this, Firſt the Prophet in the 


_ g.firſt verſes, exhorts all to praiſe the Lord and to laud his 
. name, more ſpecially the Lords ſervants who are continvall 


profeſſors in his Church. Secondly in the 3, 4, 5. v7/es he 
gives fonte reafons drawne from the Attributes of God and the 
conſideration of his nature, to wit, becauſe the Lord is good 
and his namic ple:ſfant, and becauſe of his owne free grace he 
hath choſen 1/4), that is, his ele& and faithfull Church to be 
his vwne peculiar people, and becauſe the Lord is great and 
iS a God above all gods, In teſtifying and affirming the Lords 
goodnefſe and being above all gods, he brings tor proofe his 
ovwne knowledge and experience. I know (faith he ) har 
the Lord is great,verſ;5. Thirdly he doth proove God to be 
ſich 4one, cven fo good, gracivis and great by his outward 
workes, and ſheweth that by them he knowes Cod to be fo, 
for he ſaith here in this text, Wharſoever the Lord pleaſed that he 
hath dovie, in Heaven and # earth, in the Sed and all deepe 
places, Sothat it is plaine by the order, dependance and ſcope 
of the text, That here David extolls Gods outward workes in 
generall,as things proceeding from his vwne good pleaſure, and 
ſerving to ptobve im to be good and zracious; and to make us 
know him fo great andeglorious a Cod as he 15. : 

A n 


Of he Externa! Workes of Gol. 


In the ſecond place, for the wordes themſ:lves, they are 
plaine and caſic tobe underſtood at the firſt hearing without 
any laborious interpretation, They run thus in the Hebrewy, 
«All which the Lord pleaſeth he hath done, in Heaven, Earth, Sea 
and all deepe places, This word (all) fh:wes that he ſpcakes 
not of ſo.nc particular workes, but of all ia that kind. The 
word Feh»vab 1s the proper nam? of God confidered in the 
unity of his eſſence with all his eſſ-ntiall Attributes, and every 
one of the z.Perſons is call:d by this name, as they are of the 
fam: efſence and all one God. The cnumeratioa of all the 
notable places in the world wherein theſe workes are done 
diſcovers the workes which he here ſpeakes off, to be out- 
ward workes which doe not abide in Gols efſznce and there 
oncly ſubfiſt as his eternall counſzll, decrees and inward 
operations do, but arc done in time and place and have their 
ſubliſtance in and among the creatures, ſuch as are creating, 
ruling, ordering, upholding of all things, and alfo redeeming 
and reſtoring of all binds. The word [ pleaſeth ] limits 
the generall note or particle ( a) unto all workes which in 
themſelves arc good, or clſc ſerve for good uſe, and fo are 
pleaſing to the Lord for the uſe ſake. Hee doth not fay that 
the Lord doth all things which are done; but all things which 
he pleaſeth, that is, he doth not-miake men ſinnefall and 


wicked, neither doth he worke rebellion in men, which is 


diſplcaſing unto him, but he doth whatſocver is pleaſing, that 
is, all things which are agrecable to his nature. And whate 
ſoever is according to his will and good pleaſure, that he doth, 
none can hinder 1t, This is the true ſenſe and meaning of 
the wordes, Now from the text thus opened and the 
circumſtances obſerved, wee may gather a perfe& de» 
ſcription of them in generall ſhewing the nature and uſe of 
them, 


The deſcription of Gods outward Workes, 


The outward workes of Gol in generall, are all things what- 
ſocver the Lord God Jehovah, that one infinite and cternall 
God, 3.Pcrſons, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt doth according 


to his cternall purpoſe, and after the counſell and good FR—_ 


Ole oe RA out. . 


« 


A— ——G———— _— 


of the E xternall Workes of God, 


of his will, work, and bring to paſſe, not within, but with. 


out himſelfe in all the world ard upon all creatures there- 
in, and that certainely and irreſiſt2bly in due time and 
place to the communicating and making of himſelf known 
to men and _ in his infinite and cternall nature and 
in his goodneſſe, grace, glory, power and all other cfſen- 
tiall propertier,for the ſalvation and ctcrnall bleflzdnes of his c- 
lc mn Chriſt, 

This deſcription truely gathered from this Text, and 
the ſcope and order of it and diſcovering plainely the na- 
ture and ufe of Gods outward workes in general}, 1 will 
proove incvery part and branch orderly and will conclude with 
ſome application. 

The firſt thing in it. is the gencrall matter of Gods cx- 
ternall workes, they are things dene; that is, not onely aR- 
jons working and operations, ſuch as Creation, Red:mpti- 
on and the like; tu: alſv things or works made, «f#.Acd 
and done by thoſe aftiors, as Heaven, Earth, Angels and 
other things cre:ted, I or all theſe are things dong and 
wronght by God, This Branch is plainly expreſſed*his 
word of niy Text, Ft? (hath done) or doth or hath made, 
for the Hebrew word ſignifies all theſe, And thay Gods 
outward works conſiſt jn doing and are things not ſpoken 
or promiſed but done and wrought, Divers teſtimonies of 
Scripture doc ſhew, 7/a/. 44.1, Dar cals thein workes 
which he h-th done: And 1/a. 28, 21, The Prophet faith, 
that the Lord doth his worke, his ſirange worke. And not to 
ſtand in repeating many Scriptures 1n a point ſo plane; 
This in one word 15 ſufficient that the two Hebrew words, 
PR D & V2 which are uſed in the Scriptures to ſig- 
nific Gods outward works are both derived of verbs which fig- 
nihe doing. 

The ſecond Eranch in this deſcription comprehends in it 
the Authour of theſe works, to wit, the Lord Cod Fehcwah, 
that one infinite, eternall God and three Perſons, Father, 
Sonne and Holy Ghoſt : This Branch doth diſtinguiſh 
theſe workes, Firſt, from the workes of creaturzs which 
are proper to them. —_ from the perſonall operati- 
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 Ofthe Extorval Workes of God, 


A —— 


' ons of God as the ctcrnall begetting of the Sonne which 


is proper to the Father and is his worke onely. That God 
conſidered in the unity of his eſſence as he comprehends all 
the three Perſons, is the Authour of theſe workes, and 
that they are common to the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
and eyery. one of then hath an hand in every. work of this 
kind; though one more immediately than another : The 
word ehovah here uſcd in the Text doth plainly ſhew, where 
it is faid, Whatſoever Jehovah pleaſed or was willing to do, 
that he hath done: which word is fo proper to God, and 
fignifies On? God, that it alſo agrees to every perſon in that 
oacGod. And this is alſo confirmed by divers other teſti- 
monies of Gods word, which ſhew that in divers of theſe 
outward actions or workes, the Father workes by the 
Sonne and the Sonne by the Father with and by the Spirit. 
The firſt great work of this kind, even the work of Crea- 
tion, which ſometimes is attributed to the Father as more 
peculiar to him, becauſe terminatur in Patre, as the Schoole= 
men ſpeak, that is, it is bounded and termined in the Fa» 
ther, and he is principium & ſummus terminus creationts, the 
firſt beginning and utmoſt bound of creation, from whom 
it firlt proceeded, even this is attributed to the Sonne and 
Spirit alſo, as being common to all the Perſons, as P/a/, 
233.6. By the Word of the Lord (that is the Sonne) Were the 
Heavens made and all the hoſt of them by the Spirit of hu 
mouth, To which adde, ob 33.4. The Spirit of God made 
me, & John 1.2,10, & (oloſ.1.16, where 1t is ſaid, that by 
the eternall word the Sonne all things were made both in 
Heaven and Earth, viſible an1 inviſible, an1 Without him was 
made nothing of all that Was male. So likewiſe in that out- 
ward worke of Judgement executed on Sodome and Gomor- 
rah, Gen.19.24. Jehovah is ſaid to raine downe from Jeho- 
vah out of Heaven fire aud brimſtone, that is Jehovah the Son 
from Jehovah the Father, who are both one and the ſame 
God Fehavah; yea that theſe externall workes of God are 
not divided ſome to one Perſon and ſome to another in 
the Trinity, but are com:non to all the Perſons and proceed 
from that onz common eſſence, according to that ſaying of 
tne 
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Of the External Workes of God, 


the School-men, opeya Trinitatis ad extra ſit indiviſa, Our 


Saviour ſheweth moſt plainly, 7oh.5.19,22. where he ſaith, 
that as. the Sonne cannot worke of himſclfe alone without 
the Father, but he muſt have and ſee the Father working with 
him, ſo the Father doth hot judge any, that is by his owne 

'a& of judgement, but hath committed all judgement 
to the Sonne,that he may have a hand in all judgements toge- 
ther with himſelfe, and 7obn 16.13,14. ſpeaking of that ſpe- 
ciall illumination of mens hearts and inward teaching which 
ſcemes molt proper to the Spirit, be faith it is not of him- 
ſcife alone, but it is what he hath heard and received from 
the Father and the Sonne, And therefore the ſecond 
Branch is manifeſt that the doer of the outward workes 
of God is Jehovah our » and all the three Perſons in 
God . 


The third Branch comprehends in it the outward moving 
cauſe of all theſe outward workes : namely, Gods owne 
will and pleaſure, for he is ſaid to do them according to 
his etcrnall purpoſe, and after the,counſell of his owne will, 
This is expreſſed in the deſcription and inthe words of the 
Text YAri WS 22 Whatſoever the Lord pleaſed, that is, 
whatſoever is according to the Lords will and pleaſure that 
he hath done, and this is teſtified in other Scriptures, as 
Pſal.115.3. where it is ſaid, that che Lord doth whatſoever 
pleafeth him, and 1/2, 46. 10. where the Lord faith-1 will 
do all my —_ and [onah1.14, All which places ſhew 
that firſt the Lord hath a mind and pleaſure to doe ſuch 
things, and therupon he doth them, Alſo, Epkeſ.1.11. It 
is {a1d he doth worke all things after the counſell of his 
will, And As 2.23, & 4.28. the worke of our Redemp- 
tion by Chriſt, and all that he did and ſaffered is faid to be 
done by the determinate comnſell of God, Therfore this Branch is 
manifeſt, namely, T hat Gods will and pleaſure is the only in- 
ward — of all his outward works, and that they 
are nothing but the execution of his cternall will and de- 
Cree. 

' Thefourth Branchby which theſe outward works are ſpe- 
cially diſtinguiſhed from his inward operation, comprehends 
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' Ofthe Exterwal Workes of God. 


in-it the fubje&A wherein. theſe workes do ſubſilt and the 
circumſtance 'of time and place wherein they are done, 
For theſe workes are not-done within: God himſelfe, nei- 
ther doe they ſubſiſt 'iin his Eſſence, as his inward operati- 
ons do, but they are; .Ex:ra De: effentiam, without Gads c{+ 
ſence; they arcdone in all the world, ;:and upon the crea» 
cures, ſome in Heaven and fome in Earth, others in the 
Sea and all deepe places ( as my Text faith) and they have 
their circumſtances of time arid place, as God hath appoin= 
red from all eternity. The Creation - was in the oh be- 
inning of time in the firft ſix dayes of the world, Gen, x, 
T he Redemption wrought by Chriſt in the mid(t of yeares 
betweene the Law and the Goſpell, Ha4.3.2. and upon the 
mountaine where Hier»ſalem ſtood, I/a, 25.6,7. The great 
exccution ſhall be at the end of the world in the laſt day 
of Judgement, and the works of Geds governement and a- 
Ruall providence as they are divers, ſo they are done at dis 
vers times, and in divers places of the world , as experi- 
ence teacheth, ori the very day which the Lord appointed 
did the flood come upon the old world, Gen,7,11. In the 
fame day which God had forc-told was 1/rael delivered out 
of e-£gypt, Exod.21.41. And howſoever the words of the 
Apoſtle, A#.17.18. intimate that in God ( and not withs 
out hifh) re live, moove and have our being, yet we are 
not thus to underſtand that theſe things are, and that. we 
fubfiſt in Gods Eſſence, and that we are ſo in God as his 
inward operations and eternall decrees are; But that we all 
are compaſled about with Gods preſence and efſentiall pow- 
er, which are every where, and by him as by the chicfe cf- 
ficient cauſe and authour of life, motion and being are ſu- 
ſtained and upheld in life, being and motion continually; 
For to be in God, that is; to fubſiſt in his efſence, doth 
neceſſarily imply cocternity and confubſtantiality with God. 
unequs eft in Deo Dems eſt, nothing can be within his 
Eſſence, but it muſt be cocternall with God and of the 
fame Subſtance with him, Hee who denies this muft 
necdes ' deny” God to be immutable and moſt frmple, free 
from all comp ofition, Therfore this Branch alſo 1s m_ 
manife 
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Of the Externall Workes of God, 
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manifeſt and doth containe in it nothing but ſolid 
Trath, ' 

The fifth Branch containes 'in it the manner of Gods 
outward works, to wit; that in reſpe& of God himlzelfe, 
they are done with ſuch power as cannot-be reſiſted, and 
in reſpc& of the event, they are certaine, infallible and 
cannot faile, This is truely colle&ted from the Text : For 
it is faid that all Whatſoever the Lord pleaſeth hee doth, or 
hath done, which ſhewes that not.one jot of his will and 
pleaſure failes but comes to-paſſe, If his will or plcaſure 
could be retifted or any thiag prevented which he willeth 
to worke, ſurely the Divell who is ſo cunning, watchtfull 
and malitious would in ſome things have defeated God, 
or this either by himſelfe or ſome of his inſtruments : .But 
this Text affirmes the contrary, that whatſoever the Lord 
pleaſed he hath done in all: the world. Therfore in ref, e& 
of ©,od they are all unre(iſtable, and in reſpe& of the event 
infallible, And this David teſtivieth, P/al. 115.3. faying, 
The Lord doth whatſocuer pleaſeth him. And Iſa, 46.10. my 
cownſell ſhall ſtand, and I will performe all my pleaſure, yea 
becauſe theſe are voluntary workes of {30d and are willed 
and decreed in his ſecret counſell from all eternity (as I 
have notcd before) therefore they muſt needs be unreliitable,fer 
Who can reſiſt his will, Rom.9.19, 

The fixth Branch contatacs the principall uſe and <ffe&s 
of Gods outward workes; namely, the making of himſclfe 
knowne in his nature and effentiall attributes and fo con- 
municating himſelfe to his cle&, That Gods externall 
workes doe all ſerve for this uſe and doe worke this <f:& 
we may gather from the dependance and inference of this 
Text, For the Pfalmiſt having profeſſed that he knows the 
Lord to be great and that he is the onely true God above 
all gods, that is, who hath all the effzatiall properties of 
the true God, he proves it by and from his workes, and 
ſheweth that by meanes of them he knoweth it, And 0- 
ther Scriptures and experience confirme the ſame, P/al.19. 
r. It is ſaid, that the heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament ſheweth his handy worke , day uno day wttereth 

A 4 Feech, 
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beech, and- night unto night ſheweth knowledge, and Rom.1.20, 
T he viſible things of God are ſeens from the creation of the 
world, clearly being underſtood by the things which were made : 
Even his divine Power and God-head, So the works of Gods 
aQual providence /in governing and upholding the world, 
and in mooving the Heavens and the ſtarres 1n order, doe 
ſhew his infinite wiſdome and fuperccleſtia'l glory, P/al.8, 
xt. His overthrowing of his cacmies and the perſecutors of 
his C hurch,as in the of Noah, and in the drowning of 
Pharaoh and his hoſt do ſhew his power. His giving of 
Chriſt his Son for aRedeemer aboundantly teſtificth his infinite 
oodneſſe and bounty;his puniſhing our ſins inChriſt tothe hull, 
hews his infinite Juſtice, and his pardoning of beleevers by 
Chriſts fatisfaQion, freely given and communicated to them, 
ſhewes his infinite mercy and*free grace, as the Scriptures 
often teſtifie, and our. own conſciences within us do wit. 
neſle and our daily ſenſe and experience do proove, And 
in our Redemption and application of it we ke diſcovered 
the Trinity of Perſons in one God, And while wee in 
theſe things, as in a glaſſe behold the glory. of God with 
open face ( the vaile of ignorance being remooved) we are 
changed into the ſame Image from glory to glory , and fo 
come to have communion with God, and the fruition ofhim, 
2 Cor.z.18, | 
The ſeventh and laſt Branch fets before us the utmoſt end 
of all Gods outward works, to wit the cternall bleſſedneſſe 
of the clet, by the communion, viſion and fruition of 
God in all his glorious attributes, as wiſedome, power, 
goodneflc, mercy, juſtice, and the reſt, The Text it fſelfe 
intimates this Truth to us; ſaying, that all theſe workes of 
God proceed from his good will and pleafure. For the 
good pleaſure and will of God conſiſts chiefly and princi- 
pally in willing that his de& ſhall be brought to. perte& 
communion of himfelte and of his glory for their eternall 
happinefſe. And what God willeth according to his owne 
good pleaſure, and doth becauſe he is pleaſed ſo to do, it muſt 
needs aime at the bleſſednefſe of hiscle& by the ſight and frui- 
tion of him and his glory. Now therfore all Gods outward 
works 
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workes proceeding from Gods pleaſure muſt needs tend to 
this end, and this 1s confirmed, Rem.8.28, & 1 Cer.3.21,22, 
23. where we read that all things worke together for good 
to them that /ove God and are the called acrording to his purpoſe, 
and that all things are the elefts, the world, life and death, 
things preſent, and things to come, and they are (hriits and { briſt 
is Gods, alſo Cel.1.16, all things viſible and inviſible were 
created as by Chriſt fo for him, that they might ſerve him 
for the ſalvation of his cle, and for this end and purpoſe 
Angells, principalities and powers are faid to be made ſub- 
je& to Chriſt, 1 Per.z3.22. And their office and minillery 
and the great wonders which God doth by them are ſaid to 
be for them, who ſhall be heires of ſalvation, Heb.1.14. To theſe 
teſtimonies many reaſons might be added, I will onely call 
to mind that which I have elſc where abundantly declared and 
prooved, to wit, that for this end the world is upheld by 
Chriſt, and for his fake and through his mediation ever ſince 
mans fa!l,. and for this end the wicked live, even the barbarous. 
and favage nations, cither that they may ſerve for fome uſe to 
Gods people, or for the cles fake whom God will raifeup 
out of them, or that God may ſhew his juſtice and power on 
them being fitted for deſtrution, to the greater glory of his 
ele, even the judgements of God on the wicked, and their 
damnation ſerve for this end, to increaſe: the blefſednefſe of the 


Saints, 


The doctrine of this deſcription ferves for toſtirre us up in V/e + 


imitation of God our Creator, not to content our ſelves with 
ſaying, prperng and promiſing,. or with making a ſhew of 
doing good workes, but to be real), true, conſtant and faith- 
full in performance of them. For fo doth God, whatſocver: 
he promiſeth or purpoſcth or is pleaſed to doe,. that he doth 
in Heaven and Earth, Sluggards. who delight in idlenefſe 
doing nothing, and Hypocrites- who fay and promiſe and: 
make great ſhew of doing, but are barren of the fruites of good- 
workes, as they are moſt unlike te Ged and contrary to him, 
fo they are hatcfull and abhominable in the ſ1ght of God, and 
they onely are accepted of- God who are active Chriſtians, 
alwayes doing good and abounding in the Works of the Lerd, their 
labour. 
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labour ſhall not bein vaine, but every one ſhall receive re- 
ward- according-to his workes which are evidences of his 
communion with Chriſt, and of his faith, juſtification and 
ſanikcation; wherefore ſceing God isalwayes reaching forth 
bis mighty hand to worke in Heaven, in Earth, in the Sea and 
all deep places for our profit : let us be alwayes doing and ſtudy- 
ing todo good for his glory. 

Secondly it ſerves to move and dire us in and through the 
outward workes of God to ſee and behold the infinite, eters 
nall and emnnipotent God, and his divine power and God- : 
head, -and in the unity of Gods eſſence, the facred Trinity 
of perſons, becauſeall the perſons have a hand in every worke, 
and that one God who is three perſons is the author and wor- 
ker of every divine outward worke,s this do4rine teacheth. 
It is acommon cultome among inen when they ſee and be- 
hold the handy worke of any perſon, to remember the per- 
ſon, to bee put in minde of him by th: worke, eſpecially 
if he have knowne the perſdn before, and beare the love 
and atfe&ion to him of a friend and a beloved one. So let 
it be with us, ſo often as we ſee and behold the viſible out- 
ward workes of God, let us in them behold the face of God, 
and remember -his glorious attributes, Let us in the great 
workes of Creation behold the wiſedome and power of God 
the Creator, in the worke of Redemption the mercy, bounty 
and love of God, in our SanQtfication, the love and the ho. 
lineſſe of God, and in them all let us behold the three glo- 
rious Perſons in that one God who worketh all things after 
the counſell of his owne will, The Father by his eternall 
Word and Spirit creating all things. The Sonne ſent forth 
by the Father in our nature, and fanRified by the Spirit, re- 
deeming us and paying our ranſome. The Holy Ghoſt (hed 
on us by God the Father through the Sonne Chriſt in our 
regeneration, And all three conſpiring together to purge, 
ſanctific and juſtific us, and to make us eternally bleſſed in 
our communion with them, and in our fruition of God in 
graceand glory, And letus take heed and beware of idle and 
vaine ſpeculation of Gods great workes which ſhew his 
glory and proclaime his glorious Attributes, Wiſdome; 
Power 
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Power and: Goodnefſe, leſt by ſuch idle negligence - wee 
become guilty of taking the name of the Lord our God in 
vaine, 


— 


Thirdly from this deſcription we may cafily gather and con- Uſe 3. 


clude, that finnefull ations as they arc evill and finnefull are 
not Gods workes ; for God is pleaſed with thoſe things which 
he doth, and his workes are according to his pleaſure, but 
God is not pleaſed with ſinnefull a&ions and evill workes, he 
bath no pleaſure in iniquity,P/a/.5.,4, If any aske, How then 
can it be done if he will not and be not pleaſed? I anſwer, 
That in them there is to be conſidered, 1. A naturall motion 
or action procceding from ſome created power, and fo from 
God the Creator, and this is good and of God and according 
tohis will as it willeth things properly, 2, There is a cor- 
ruption, perverfeneſſe and crookedneſſe of the action, this is 
of the Divell and mans corruption : this God hateth ; but be- 
cauſe ations thus corrupted and ſtayned make way for God 
and give him occaſion to ſhew his wiſedome and power in 


ouer-ruling them and diſpoling them by his hand to a good 


end and his juſtice in puniſhing them ; therefore God is plea- 
ſed to' continue that naturall power to the wicked whict 
they pervert and abuſe, and to over-rule ſuch wicked workes 
and to raiſe light out of that darkeneſſe, And therefore let us 
not impute any evill and finfull workes to God, as they are 
evill and finfull, nor wickedly imagine that he is the author of 
ſin, His hand is never in any fintull work,otherwiſe then to over- 
rule, order and diſpoſe the ſintulneſſe and evill thereof to ſome 
good end and pnrPole. 

Fourthly we are hereby admoniſhed not to impute any worke 
done inthe world to fortune or chance, as worldly Epicures 
do, but to aſcribe all workes and every thing which comes 
to paſſe to the certaine will, purpoſe and determinate counſell 
of Cod. It is true that in reſpe& of ſecond cauſes and pur- 
poſes of men, many things come to paſſe accidentally and 
by chance, no man purpoſing or intending any ſuch thing, 
but in reſpe& ef God they are certaine and infallible, rhey 
all happen according to his will, and without it not an 
haire can fall from our heads nor a Sparrow fall to the 
earth, 


Uſe 4. 
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carth, all power and motion is of him, and the abuſe 
of the power and motio! which is from the Divell and 
mans corruption he willingly permitted, and doth over-rule 
ani diſpoſe by his wiſedome and providence to a good 
end. And therefore in all cafualties and accidents let 
ns comfort our ſelves and reſt content and bee pa- 
tient knowing that they come not but by his will and 
pleaſure. ITN _— 

Laſtly let us rejoyce in all the great workes which we ſee 
done in the world, and honour them as meanes tending to 
our ſalvation, if we be Gods faithfull people, and with care 
and conſcience walke before him according to his word, and 
ct the ſight of them put us in mind for our comfort, that our 
God in whom we truſt doth not lie idle , nor ſlumber or ſleep, 
but by a mighty hand and ſtretched/ out arme hath done 
all th: great things, and 1s continually doing and wore 
king for us,to bring us at length out of all troubles and dan- 
gers, and to ſet usand eſtabliſh us for cver in cternall reſt,plory 


| andbleſkedneſſe. 


' The next thing which in order followeth after the deſcrip- 
tion of Gods outward workes in generall, is the unfolding and 
diſtin& handling of the ſeverall forts and kindes of them. And 
becauſe the right dividing of them into heads, and the re- 
ducing of all the particulars rnto their proper and naturall 
heads, is a maine ground of light, and a ſurc way to the dij- 
tin& handling and underſtanding of them, 1 will therefore 
( before I proceed any further) labour to —_ them aright 
into their naturall heads according to the of reaſon and 
truth, and ſo will proceed to that which is the firſt in time, 
and by the courſe and order of nature, namely the creation of 
the world andall things in it. The learncd though they all ac- 
knowledge every kind of Gods outward workes, and doe not 
differ in the kindes and numbers of them : yet they are at va- 
riance about the true diviſion of them into their firſt and prin- 
cipall heads. 

Some divide the works of God into the works of Creation 
and the works of Redemption. But this is no perfe& diviſion, 
the two members of it do not contain all the outward works 
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of God, for over apd beſides them there are works of preferva- 
tion and o jodgement and revenge- 

Others divide all Gods outward workes into the works of 
nature and the workes of grace, The workes of nature they 
divide into. two ſortes, 1. The workes which concerne tho 
firſt beginning of nature, that is, the workes of creation, 
3. The workes, which concerne the preſervation, which 
they call the works of Gods providence, The works of 
grace they hold to be the works of Redemption and reſtaw- 
ration of man-kind, by which God brings ſupernaturall 
bleſſings to men: But this diviſion failes in divers reſpeRs. 


Firſt, It makes a difference betweene works of nature and 


works of grace, wheras indeed creation and preſervation, 
which they account works* of nature, are in ſome ,ſenſe, 
works of grace, For God of his owne free grace created 
man in his own Image: And now and ever fince the firſt 
ſin of Adaw, which brought death and deſtruction into the 
world, all works of preſervation by which God preſerveth 
men in being and life, are works of free grace, and the 
preſerving of his Ele& unto his heavenly Kingdome is a 
worke of ſupernaturall grace in Chriſt, Secondl,, they 
erre in diſtinguiſhing between the works of Gods provi- 
dence, and the works of Redemption and reſteuration, wher- 
as Redemption and reſtauration are principal, works of Gods 
rovidence, by which God provides for his ele& in Chriſt, 
uch things as neither eye hath ſeen,nor care heard,ncither have 
entred into the heart of man, 1 {r.2,9. 

A third fort there are who divide all Gods outward 
works into theſe two heads only ; namely, the works of 
Creation, and the works of actuall providence. ThisI take t0 
be the beſt and moſt perfe& divition, Firſt, becauſe under 
theſe h:ads are all Gods outward works contained, and there 
is not any one which may not be reduced under one of theſe 
two. For whatſoever God doth, or hath done, or can doe 
for the giving of the firſt being to all things may be redu- 
ced to Creation, And whatſoever God doth , or can do for 
the ordering, preſerving and diſpoſing of things created, 
and of their being and wel-being, may be brought under 
the 
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the works of his aQuall providerice. Secondly , there is a 


perfe& diſtin&ion and difference between the works of 
creation and the works of aQuall providence : So far as 
mans ſubſtance diff:zrs from mans miſery and mans feli- 
city, fo farre doth every proper worke of Creation diff-r 
from the works of Gods atuall providence in their objeats. 
And although God in the creating of things inorder did ſhew 
his providence for man, in that he firſt made a place of habita- 
tion for him, and all things which may ſerve for his uſe, as 
lants,trees, fruits, light and other neceſlaries before he created 
im, yet this breeds no confuſion between the works of creati- 
on and the works of preſervation, for two things may go ro-! 
cther in time and phlace,and may be in the ſame ſubje& (as we 
ee, lente and underſtanding, _ and feeing in one man at 
the ſame time,and heat and light in fire) and yet they may be 
different in themſelvs. 

This order therforce I do purpoſe to follow hereafter by Gods 
aſſiſtance in proſecuting the body of Divinity. Firſt, I will be- 
gin with the Creation ,and will labourto unfold the nature of 
it in generall, .And then I will proceed to the handling of all 
the ſpeciall works therofzevery one diſtinQly by it ſelf in parti- 
cular. 

Secondly, I will paſſe from thence to the works of Gods a&t- 
uall providence, under which comes the government and pre- 
ſervation of the world,and of al things created,and the ordering 
and diſpoſing of every thing to the proper end of it. More eſpc- 
cially, the fall of man intofin, miſery, and guilt of damnation, 
And the Redemption of man froin miſery and His Reſtauration 


'tograce and glory by the application and fruition of Redemp- 


tion, and by true ſpirituall union and communion with Chriſt 
the Redeemer,and with God the Father in him by the inhab1- 
tation of the Holy Ghoſt, 

Thus much for the generall Dofrin of Gods outward works 
laid down in this Text,and for the diviſion of them in their ſc- 
verall heads and kinds, unto which all the particular outward 
works may be reduced. 


FINDS 


